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About us
We are a community of
believers commiCed to living
out our vision – to shine God’s
love into every life! We are a
vibrant and authenFc church
family, oﬀering many
opportuniFes for fellowship
and service. We are a family of
talented, creaFve and
imperfect individuals who
gather as the people of God,
united by the Holy Spirit, living
faithfully as disciples of Jesus
Christ.
FUMC-Denton News is a
regularly published newsleCer
created to inform, update and
share relevant and thoughtprovoking content.
You can also read FUMC-News
at hCp://fumc-denton.com/
fumc-denton-news/
Connect with us on Facebook
(First United Methodist Church
Denton), in Instagram
( @FumcDenton) and on
TwiCer (@FUMCDentonTX).

gi]s and giving them away:

“The meaning of life is to
ﬁnd your gi]. The
purpose of life is to give it
away.” These words did
not come from the Bible
but came from Pablo
Picasso, one of the
greatest and most
inﬂuenFal arFsts of the
20th century. Although he
was not a religious man,
these words could easily
have come from a
ChrisFan book and
interpreted as using your
talents to help others.
And the Bible has much
to say about ﬁnding your

“Now there are varieFes of gi]s, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieFes of service, but the same Lord; and there are varieFes of
acFviFes, but it is the same God who empowers them all in
everyone.”- 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
“As each has received a gi], use it to serve one another, as good
stewards of God's varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks
oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength
that God supplies—in order that in everything God may be gloriﬁed
through Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and
ever. Amen.” - 1 Peter 4:10-11
We believe that the church is the physical presence of Jesus Christ in
the world and that we are called by God to be the hands and feet of
Christ as we serve God’s children and love one another. We believe
everyone has talents and gi]s. And we believe these gi]s should be
used for good. So, we should take acFon, we should serve. We should
BE the Church.
But how can you BE the church?

conFnues on page 3
1

January 12, 2017

FUMC-Denton News

Announcements

Le-er from Editor
Dear members:

Visit Our
New Homepage!
New year, new homepage!
Because we are such a dynamic
church and have so much to say,
we updated the homepage on our
website. Easier to navigate,
vibrant and inviFng. Go check it
out: www.fumc-denton.com.
We are also updaFng the content
on many of the pages and need
your help. If your ministry,
program or group has any
changes, we want to know about
them. Help us keep our website
current, for you and for the many
visitors who come to our website
daily. Send any correcFons and
updates to Martha Ware,
mware@fumc-denton.com.

And 2017 has arrived. For some, there is a sigh of relief because 2016
seemed so rough. For others, there is a reason to celebrate the end of
fantasFc accomplishments and renew the hope for another great year.
No maCer how your 2016 went, the ﬁrst of the year brings that
strength, almost an unconscious sense of hope for most people. It
feels like a magic wand touches everyone and tells them to just start
fresh.
As part of “starFng fresh,” people feel compelled to come up with New
Year’s resoluFons. From the most common ones such as losing weight,
gelng back to the gym, aiming for a more balanced life and going to
church, to the most unimaginable ones like not speeding, drinking less
or remembering to brush their teeth, people believe that the New
Year should start with “a challenge.”
So I decided to also make a New Year’s resoluFon. The problem is that
everything I think of is either in the silly or impossible category. Or so I
believe. For example: I decided not to eat bread. Silly. I love bread, I
really do. And I believe in balance, everything in moderaFon. So,
unless I can’t eat bread for a medical reason, I’ll keep sneaking on my
bread here and there. Another one: I will win the loCery. Impossible
(or, if I really think I could, I’d beCer at least start to play).
A]er thinking and wriFng down a list of possible New Year’s
resoluFons (and discarding all of them) just one seemed reasonable to
me: “I will stay true to myself.” BeauFful. And once I ﬁgure what that
really means I can commit to it. So, the key now is to ﬁgure that out.
Who am I and how do I stay true to who I am?
I am strong and weak, funny and boring, so] and tough. I am a loving
wife, an overprotecFve mother and a dedicated professional. I love
animals, especially dogs. I am a caring friend, who tries to be always
there for whomever needs a shoulder or a good laugh. And I am a
believer.
And as a believer, I accept that I can be vulnerable and imperfect.
Praying and having faith is what makes me move forward.
Making God present in my life makes me feel true to myself. Praising
and serving Him, helping someone in need or believing in His power
make me stay true to myself. So, as my New Year’s resoluFon goes, I
decided to open my heart more to the signs that God gives me and
even when I don’t understand His purposes, follow my calling.
Happy New Year!
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Have a great week.
Martha Ware
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Con$nued from page 1

Our ministries have evolved and we are oﬀering our members new ways to serve. BE the Church is a way for you to
par9cipate in one or many church ministries. It is all about enhancing our church family experience and
involvement.
David Stem, who volunteers as an usher on our 11:00 am service, believes that God is gracious and gives us the
mission of serving in the way we feel called to. “God gives us a way; He is mindful of us as individuals; and He will
lead us in what He wants us to do. We can be joyful in the fact He does that,” he said.
Most of us have busy lives: we rush to work, pick up the children, run errands, take care of our elderly parents, help
with homework, take children to ballet classes, to the doctor, go to the gym, etc. All of us have busy schedules. But
Jesus tell us, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”-MaQhew 11:28.
No maQer how busy our lives seem, we should “seek ﬁrst the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you.”- MaQhew 6:33-34.
“I was part of the leadership team of the Single Adult Ministry several years ago and I can tell you that serving in
this church has made me feel much closer to God. Serving others, being in touch with people through the missions
of the church make you feel in touch with God,” said David Moses, who currently serves communion and
par9cipates in the Men’s Ministry every week.
Our children need to learn about God and about serving in his name. We should put things into perspec9ve and
understand that if we want our children to have a good Chris9an educa9on, we should be the ﬁrst to oﬀer our help.
If we believe that hunger should not have a place, we should serve at First Meal. If we believe the world could be a
beQer place, we should take the ﬁrst step. Use your talents and gi\s to make a diﬀerence, no maQer how big or
small that might be.
Terry Brantley’s service is exempliﬁed by his favorite Bible verse which serves as his moQo: “The King will
reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did
for me.’” MaQhew 25:45. “I try to help where I feel comfortable, using my skills and gi\s, but the truth is it
does not maQer how you help, the important thing is to serve God through serving others,” said Terry.
Like to teach? We can ﬁnd you a class to lead. Like to play the piano? We can ﬁnd you opportuni9es to play. Like to
take pictures? We will hook you up with Communica9ons. Love children? We always need Sunday School teachers
for our children.
There are many opportuni9es
to serve and make a diﬀerence
in your home church.
To know about the available
opportuni9es click on the form
below or get a copy of the form
from the church main
oﬃce during the week.
Let’s BE the Church!
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Annual Chili Cook-Oﬀ
January 22 FUMC-Denton youth will have their Annual Chili Cook-Oﬀ, in Monroe
Building at 12:00 pm. It is a fun event, appropriate for all ages and open to the
community. You can bring your favorite chili (beef, vegetarian or alterna9ve ones) to
share and compete for the prize for the group with the most entries. It is a fundraiser
event and all the money raised will be used for youth camps and mission
trips.
You, your family, group or class can bring:
• Beef chili
• Vegetarian chili
• Alterna9ve (chili recipes that are not included in the other two
categories)
A prize will be awarded for the class/group/family with the most chili
entries.
Don’t want to bring any chili? You can just eat, enjoy your 9me with friends and vote for your favorite chili with
the money in your pocket - just place your money inside the jars in front of each chili. A prize will be awarded to
the chili that raises the most dona9ons!
Last year, over 300 people aQended the Youth Annual Chili Cook-oﬀ. Youth raised over $2,100, including proceeds
from a silent auc9on and the chili sales.
The youth got to keep the golden ladel, having the most entries of chili, with New Horizons Sunday Class coming in
second place. Overall, there were 48 entries in the chili contest, exceeding the event organizer’s expecta9ons.
Who is going to win this year?
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Welcome New Members!
Amanda Michelle Hirsch and Angela Marie Thompson joined our church on December 4, 2016. They
aQend the 8:30 am service. Both are teachers and got curious about FUMC-Denton once driving by,
so they stopped to get informa9on. They love that we are an open and accep9ng church. They have
two children: Owen and Ethan. Welcome to our church!
Steﬀanee and Mark Moyragh joined FUMC-Denton on December 4, 2016.
Steﬀanee is a CPA and Mark a veterinarian. They have three children: Cole and Cate are in 9th grade and
Marlee in in 7th grade. They aQend the 9:45 am service. We are glad to have you here.
Sally Seitz Casassa and Phillip Casassa joined our church on December 11, 2016. They aQend the
11:00 am service. Both are re9red. They love the music, the pastors and the people at FUMC-Denton.
Welcome to our church family!

Dave and Tanya Cheney aQend the 11:00 am service and joined our church on
December 18, 2016. Both are re9red and love the many available programs and ac9vi9es. Tanya loves the
New Horizons Sunday School class.

Silent Auc$on Items Needed
Our youth are seeking Silent Auc9on items for the annual Chili Cook-Oﬀ on January 22.
Dona9ons of gi\s cards, local entertainment, direct sales products, gi\ baskets and
handmade items are all greatly appreciated. Businesses will be recognized on the slide
presenta9on and business cards can be located next to donated items as well. For
details, contact Nancy Willis at nwillis@gmail.com.

Make January 14 a day on, not a day oﬀ and join Serve Denton, Target, Fred Moore Day School, Denton Parks Founda9on
and Denton Parks and Rec for Denton's MLK Day of Service. Volunteers will meet at Denton Civic Center at 9 am, then
return at noon for lunch and a recap of the day’s accomplishments. To register, go to
hQp://conta.cc/2iyUHGw
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Business Oﬃce Releases
Giving Es$mate for 2017
Based on the results of the Living God’s Dream
stewardship emphasis, we have es9mated our
income from giving for 2017 to be just under $1.8
million.
The chart to the right illustrates a breakdown of
the results. This addi9onal informa9on may be
helpful in understanding the chart. “As Can” are
folks who completed an Es9mate of Giving Card
but without a dollar amount aQached. Of the 49
“New” es9mates received, 34 were previous
contributors (folks who give but did not turn in an
Es9mate of Giving card in 2016). The “2016 EOG”
category includes folks who did turn in a card in
2016, but not in 2017. Finally, the “Contributors”
category are folks that gave in 2016 but did not
turn in an Es9mate for 2017.
This es9mate is about $40,000 more than actual giving for 2016.

2016 Financial Year in Review
This past year was a challenging one from a ﬁnancial
perspec9ve. During the budge9ng process for 2016, the requests
from the various ministry areas represented about a 10% increase
of $200,000. A\er discussions among the Trustees Budget
CommiQee and Finance CommiQee, the Administra9ve Board
voted to support that increase with an alloca9on of $200,000 of
the proceeds from an estate bequest. The Trustees then applied an
addi9onal $200,000 toward debt re9rement. This made it possible
to balance the budget of expected revenues and expenses. The
hope was that this increase could be sustained through increased
giving from the following year's stewardship campaign.
Over the course of the ﬁrst several months of the year,
income was less than budgeted but expenses also came in under
budget. As the summer progressed, expenses began to outstrip
income, which con9nued to be under budget. Each month, we
applied whatever amount of estate funds were needed to balance
the budget for that month.
The good news is that we ﬁnished the year with our
budget in balance although income was over $185,000 less than
budgeted. In addi9on, we did not have to use the en9re $200,000
of the alloQed funds so there is about $60,000 available for this
coming year.
The not-so-good news is that the ini9al budget requests for
2017 resulted in expenses $250,000 more than our expected
revenue. The goal of our Budget CommiQee and Finance
CommiQee is to try to determine how best to sustain current budget requirements and then to consider addi9onal requests, if
possible. A ﬁnal recommenda9on will be presented to the Administra9ve Board mee9ng on January 26.
Your prayers are appreciated as we seek God’s wisdom to be good stewards, to be faithful to our calling and to con9nue
to reach out to our community to proclaim the gospel of Christ as we “Shine God’s Love into Every Life.”
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Pastor’s Note
Hi, I’m Pastor Jonathan. In worship this Sunday,
we’ll be conFnuing our series on joy, looking at
obstacles we face keeping us from joy. Despite
what we might think — no one has a wrinkle free
life. All of us face events and circumstances —
the twists and turns of life’s journey — that make
it hard to ﬁnd joy in our lives. How can you be
joyful when your employer says “You’ve been
downsized” or a relaFonship ends? But as deep
as these hurts are, there is a God who’s grace and
peace runs even deeper. Even in the midst of
diﬃcult circumstances, we can ﬁnd purpose and
promise and peace and perspecFve and the
healing, growing presence of God even in trial
and wrinkle. Join us this Sunday in worship as we
learn how to face the obstacles that stand in the
way of our ﬁnding true joy in life with God. We’ll
see you in worship!

Methodism 101
ACenFon members, prospecFve
members, visitors and anyone who
wants to know more about United
Methodist beliefs, what is means to
be a connecFonal church, mission
outreach in our congregaFon and
how to be involved in ways that ﬁt
your gi]s and graces. Methodism
101 will take place on January 15,
22, 29 and February 5 from 9:45 to
10:45 am in room 108. Here is what
former parFcipants are saying:
"Methodism 101 was very
informaFve and made me feel at
home at the church and that I was a
part of something greater and
good." – Landon Ellison
"Methodism 101 is very informaFve
and well organized. The presentaFon
is set in such a manner that it brings
the facts, the myths, and the
inspiraFons of United Methodism in a way that is understandable to all. As a new Methodist it is really a “must
do.” As a seasoned United Methodist it is an outstanding refresher course to inspire you once again on why
you became a Methodist. I strongly recommend Methodism 101." – Linda Lawrence
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There will be a special called meeFng of the AdministraFve Board on
Thursday evening, January 26, 2017, at 6:30 pm in the Searchers
Classroom (Room 231, Second Floor, East Wing). The primary
purpose of the meeFng is to receive the recommendaFon from the
Finance CommiCee for the 2017 Budget, have opportunity for
discussion and call for a vote. All members and at-large members of
the AdministraFve Board are encouraged to aCend. MeeFngs of the
AdministraFve Board are open to all church members.

Save the date: 2017 Choir Camp will
start on July 31. Mark Burrows,
Director of Children's Ministries at
First UMC Fort Worth will be our
clinician.

FUMC-Denton Library will hold a
used book sale this spring and needs
your donaFon of used books in good
condiFons. You can drop your
donaFons oﬀ in the Library during
regular Library hours. For Library
hours go to hCp://fumcdenton.com/get-involved/library/

We will have a ChrisFan movie with content for any audience, in
Spanish (with subFtles in English), coﬀee or chocolate and cookies. Of
course, we will also have some delicious popcorn!
Are you enrolled in our Spanish classes? Do you simply want to pracFce
your Spanish? It is a great opportunity for fellowship. Friday, January 20
at 7:00 pm. Free.

Our church oﬃces will be closed on January 16 in
observance of MarJn Luther King Day. Children's Day Out
and FunStop will be open.
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